
THIS HOUSE BELIEVES 
WE SHOULD FORTIFY OUR CITIES

A London 
Festival of Architecture
Debate
25 June 2008
www.John-Adams.co.uk
John.Adams@UCL.ac.uk

or does it?

Critical National Infrastructure Critical National Infrastructure

• Water supply
• Energy supply
• Key transport nodes
• Laboratories containing epidemic pathogens



www.acm.ab.ca/safety/images/ fault-tree.gif
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“The swings are packed away at night because kids might climb 
the fence and use them unsupervised and hurt themselves.”

Rubberized matting
barriers

No swings

No children
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< 1 : 1,000,000

“risks falling into this region are generally regarded 
as insignificant and adequately controlled.” HSE
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< 1 : 10,000,000
= 1 : 1
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Less trusting



CRB checks
Village fetes and street parties

Shortage of Scout and Guide leaders

Conkers without goggles

Hanging flower baskets

School trips

Defensive medicine

Playground
s

“contains nuts”

CCTV ID Cards 42 days

Isn’t open access to public buildings and spaces worth taking the risk?


